Calculating Your GPA


In high school, each course was considered the same, so calculating your GPA was fairly easy to do.  In college, courses carry different credit hours, so the GPA calculations are a little more involved.  Consider the following case:

	
	Credit Hours
	Grade

	Math 155
	4
	C

	Chem 115
	4
	B

	Engl 101
	3
	B +

	Eng’r 199
	1
	A

	Eng’r 101
	2
	A -

	Hist 152
	3
	B

	
	17
	



A’s are worth 4 points, B’s 3 points and so forth just like in high school.  In some cases, you will have + or – grades as well.  These do not affect point value for the course.  Thus a B + is still worth 3 points.


In the table below, quality points are calculated for each course.  The quality points are calculated by multiplying the credit hours by the point value for the course.  Thus the quality points for Math 155 are equal to 4 credit hours x 2 points = 8. 

	
	Credit Hours
	Grade
	Quality Points

	Math 155
	4
	C
	8

	Chem 115
	4
	B
	12

	Engl 101
	3
	B +
	9

	Eng’r 199
	1
	A
	4

	Eng’r 101
	2
	A -
	8

	Hist 152
	3
	B
	9

	
	17
	
	50



The GPA is just the total quality points divided by the total credit hours

GPA = Total Quality Points = 50 = 2.94
              Total Credit Hours     17


If you withdrew from a course, you will get a W in the course, but the W won’t affect your GPA.


Let’s suppose that next semester, you take 16 credit hours and you earn 49 quality points.  Your GPA for this semester will be:


GPA = 49 = 3.06
                         16


Your cumulative GPA will be your cumulative quality points divided by your cumulative credit hours. 


Cumulative GPA = 50 + 49  = 3.00
                                                17 +16


If you repeat a course in which you initially received a D or F grade, your GPA will only consider the grade for the second time you took the course.  See the note on Repeating a Course for more information on calculating your grade in these cases. 

Deciding Whether to Drop a Class


There may come a time in your college career when you don’t feel that you can continue on in a class and you need to drop it.  While the process for dropping a class is amazingly easy, the consequences for dropping a class can be very significant. 


Here are some facts that you should know before dropping a class.

· Any class that you withdraw from will show up as a W on your transcript.

· A W grade in any class will not affect your GPA.

· A withdraw from your class could affect your financial aid status.  You need to successfully complete 70% of the classes you attempt.  Success in this case is a D or better.  An F or W counts as an unsuccessful completion.  Be very careful as a first year student.  Dropping just one class can put you close to the 70% threshold.  The only good thing is that the 70% calculation is based upon one year’s worth of classes ( Aug – Aug)

· Twelve credit hours are what you need to be a full time student.  You need to stay a full-time student so you will not jeopardize your health insurance, financial aid, car insurance discount, etc.  Do not drop below 12 credit hours unless you can find a rescue course to stay above 12 hours.

· Generally, you can drop a class up until the 10th week of the semester.

Now let’s look at reasons that might be valid for dropping a class.

· You are not going to pass the class no matter what your remaining grades are

· You have too many credit hours to be successful

· You can drop the class without doing damage to your overall academic progress

· You will still be a full-time student if you drop a class

In anticipation of students having to drop classes, there are a number of rescue courses that are available to students.  There include

· ENGR 129

· ORIN 151, 161, 162, 164, 260

· PE (numerous)

· SRVL 293 A

· ULIB 101

The process for dropping a class is as follows

· Talk with your advisor

· IF your advisor thinks it’s ok to drop the class, then you can drop it by using the STAR system

· Sign up for a rescue course (if appropriate)

· Continue going to the class.  While you won’t get credit for the course, you will benefit from seeing the material prior to the next time you take the class.

There is another case of dropping a class to discuss.  Let’s say your grades are so bad that you are flunking every course.  Or consider the case where you are unable to complete the semester due to personal reasons (e.g. illness, family emergency, military duty).  In cases such as this you can withdraw from all of your classes.  You can do this up until the last day of each semester.  For those in the military who get called to duty, there are provisions to give you credit for classes if you have to leave campus toward the end of the semester. If you withdraw from all of your classes, it will be difficult to maintain your financial aid.

Repeating a Course


During your first two years in college (first 60 credit hours), you will have an opportunity to repeat a course for which you receive a D or F grade and have the grade from the second time in the course replace the first grade.  This policy is called the D/F Repeat Rule.


Here are some facts about the D/F repeat rule.

· You can repeat any course for which you receive a D/F up through the semester you have reached a cumulative of 60 credit hours attempted.  For example, if you attempted 51 credit hours in your first 3 semesters and are taking 16 hours in the fourth semester, then you can apply the D/F repeat policy for any course taken in the fourth semester.

· You can repeat these courses up until you graduate.  For example if you get a D in Chemistry as a first semester freshman, you can still repeat the course as a senior.

· You have to repeat the course at WVU or Potomac State or WVU Tech. 

· If you receive an F for academic dishonesty, you cannot use the D/F repeat rule.

· Both grades will appear on your transcript.  The first grade will have an E (excluded) beside it, while the second grade will have an I (included) beside it.

· The second grade will be used in your GPA calculation.

· If the second grade is lower than the first, then the second grade will be the one that is used in your GPA calculation.

· You need to fill out a D/F repeat form, to have the D/F repeat rule apply (See attached)

Now let’s see how the D/F repeat policy affects your grade.  Suppose you had the following grades in the fall. 

	
	Credit Hours
	Grade
	Quality Points

	Math 155
	4
	D
	4

	Chem 115
	4
	C
	8

	Engl 101
	3
	B 
	9

	Eng’r 199
	1
	A
	4

	Eng’r 101
	2
	B
	6

	Hist 152
	3
	C
	6

	
	17
	
	37


GPA = 37 = 2.18
                         17


Now let’s suppose that your spring semester looks like this

	
	Credit Hours
	Grade
	Quality Points

	Math 155
	4
	B
	12

	Soc 101
	3
	B
	9

	Thet 101
	3
	A
	12

	Psych 101
	3
	B
	9

	Hum 101
	3
	A
	12

	
	16
	
	54


GPA = 54 = 3.38
             16

Now lets look at the cumulative GPA.  The four hours of Math 155 in the fall semester are excluded.  Thus the cumulative hours = 13 (fall) + 16 (Spring) = 29.  Likewise the 4 quality points for Math in the fall go away.  Thus the cumulative quality points = 33 (fall) + 54 (Spring) = 87

The cumulative GPA will be equal to 87 = 3.00
                                                                               29 


Should you repeat a course when you get a D or F?  In most cases, the answer is yes.  Repeating a course in your first two years can have dramatic impact on your GPA in your early years in college.  The D/F repeat policy is especially important for keeping your scholarship.  But what’s the long term impact of repeating a course on your GPA? If you repeat a D grade in Chemistry, and get a C the second time, the overall estimated impact on your GPA by the time you graduate is only .03
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Taking Classes in the Summer


For any number of reasons, you might want to take classes in the summer.  Some of the typical reasons for doing this include:

· Getting caught up in math/science courses

· Lightening your load for an upcoming semester

· Obtaining a GPA for an academic requirement (e.g. scholarship, avoiding suspension)

You have several options for taking summer classes.

· Taking them on the WVU main campus

· Taking classes from WVU, but doing them on-line

· Taking classes at another college

Here are some facts about summer classes that might be relevant to your decision.

· Classes are offered in various time periods

· One week

· Three weeks

· Six weeks

· Twelve weeks

· You can start classes as early as the middle of May or as late as the middle of July.

· You will pay for each credit hour you take rather than paying a fixed amount irrespective of the number of courses you take as is the case in the fall and spring semesters.

· You are limited in the number of hours you can take in the summer session (14 hours in total)

· If you take a class at an educational institution out of state, the credit hours will transfer, but the grade does not.  The same applies for any non-state supported WVU college or university.

· If you receive an F in a class at WVU, you must repeat that course at WVU or Potomac State or WVU Tech

· The D/F repeat rule only applies if you retake the course at WVU or Potomac State or WVU Tech

Here is the process for taking classes in the summer.

1. See your advisor about recommendations he/she may have about summer classes

2. If the classes are to be taken at WVU, you just sign up for them as you would for any class.  Once you do your spring advising appointment you can sign up for summer classes using the STAR System. 

3. If you plan to take classes at another institution, see your advisor to complete a transient application. (See attached)  This application will be your assurance that the course counts for credit at WVU.

4. Enroll at the other school.  You may need to submit some documentation for enrollment so you should do this early.

5. Once you have completed the course at the other school, request that the course completion documentation be transferred to WVU.

Finally you may want to consider the following advice on summer classes.

1. If you have a choice of time periods to take a class, take it as early as possible.  Often your fall registration will depend on completion of a course over the summer.  The sooner you complete the course in the summer, the sooner you will be able to complete your fall registration.

2. If you have yet to complete English 102, this is a good course to take in the summer.  This will help lighten your course load in the following semester.

3. Summer classes are very expensive; you should shop around for the best financial arrangements.

4. Scholarships typically do not pay for summer classes, but you can get financial aid.  You should apply early.

5. If you struggle in Math/Science courses you will generally find out that you will do better in these courses in the summer.  But don’t do two math/science courses at the same time.

6. Taking classes on-line requires considerable personal discipline to do well.  You should avoid these on-line classes if you need the structure of an actual class setting.

Nearly every college student will take classes over one or more summer sessions. 
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Deciding on a Minor


You do not need to do a minor, but many students find it something they would like to do.  Just what is a minor?


A minor is the study of another subject different from your major.  In most cases, the minor requires 15-21 hours of classes.  You can use classes that fulfill your major requirements for your minor.  For example if you want to do a minor in Business Administration, you can count Econ 201 and 202 for both your major and minor.  There are over 50 minors to choose from.


Why would you want to do a minor? There are several reasons.

· To satisfy a personal interest (e.g. history, drawing, equine management)

· To give you extra job skills (e.g. business administration, foreign language, computer science)

· To fill up “empty” semesters due to extensive prior credits or due to falling behind

What’s involved in doing a minor?  The process for doing a minor is fairly simple.

· Complete a Declaration of Intent to Complete a Minor form.  Your advisor should have this form.

· Start scheduling courses in your minor as time permits

· During the registration time period for your final semester, work with your advisor to certify that you have met the minor requirements.

You can find out more about minors by going to provost.wvu.edu/r/download/64101 

Understanding Academic Probation and Suspension


When you don’t do well academically, there are consequences.  Two of these consequences are probation and suspension.  

· Probation: Your overall GPA is below 2.00 or fails to meet requirements of your major.

· Suspension: Your overall GPA is below an allowable level based on credit hours attempted.  (See exhibit 1)

When you are on probation, you may have certain restrictions imposed on you including:

· A limit on the credit hours you are allowed to take the next semester.

· Taking a course to help you recover your grades.

· Having a GPA you need to achieve by the end of the semester

· Having restrictions on the withdrawal from classes.

Suspension is much more serious.  When you are suspended, you can not return to classes for a minimum time period (typically a year, but you might be allowed to return in less than a year.)  Suspensions can occur at the end of any semester, but generally suspension decisions are only made at the end of the spring semester.

Exhibit 1
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Here are some facts about suspensions that are important.

· You can take classes at another institution while you are suspended from WVU, but you can’t have these grades transferred to WVU until you have had a semester at WVU with a minimum 2.00 GPA for at least 12 credit hours.

· If you take courses at another institution and have less than a 2.00 GPA at that institution, you will not be allowed to return to WVU.

· You need to formally apply to have the suspension lifted.  You can do this after one semester.  The letter goes to the Dean of your college.  This letter should describe what caused your academic problems and what your plans are to improve your grades.

· You will have restrictions placed on you such as minimum GPA, maximum credit hours, reporting to your advisor, etc.

· You can appeal your suspension.  The bases of the appeal are typically

· A mistake in a grade

· Extenuating circumstances that led to your low grades.

The steps involved in the appeal include:

· Meeting with your Dean (or representative) to discuss your reasons for appeal.  This needs to occur within 30 days of receiving notice of the appeal.

· If there is a need to appeal the suspension further, you can formally appeal to the University Committee on Student Rights and Responsibilities.

· If you receive a suspension notice during a summer session when you are enrolled in classes, you will be able to complete these courses.

· If you are suspended a second time, you will not be readmitted to the University unless your college agrees to accept you.

Should you be eligible for suspension, you should do the following:

· Meet with your advisor to determine whether you can get above the suspension level by taking summer school classes.

· Take courses during the summer that will give you the best chance of getting above the suspension level.  These courses are likely to be those courses where you have a D or F grade.

· Meet with your advisor weekly during the summer to review your progress

The most critical thing with either probation or suspension is to meet with an advisor as early as possible to head off problems.
Changing Majors


If you are like most students, you come to college thinking you want to do one major, but become unsure of your choice of a major once you are in college.  The reasons for changing a major can include one or more of the following :

· You learn about another major that would be of more interest

· You feel that you can’t be successful in your original choice of a major

· You don’t like the job prospects in your original choice of a major

· Your chances of getting accepted in the major of your choice are not very strong.

There are some general principles you should think about if you plan to change a major.

· Don’t change majors to run away from a challenge that you could meet if you were more disciplined.

· Don’t let an experience with a bad course or a bad teacher chase you away from a major.  This will further compound the damaging impact of a lousy teacher.

· Don’t change majors when you are in the middle of a semester.  During any semester, you are naturally going to doubt yourself.

Here are some things you need to do to change majors.

· Talk with an advisor in each of the other majors you are considering.   See how your coursework translates to the new major.

· Once you have talked to the other advisors, assess whether the advisor in the program had an interest in your enrollment. If you received very limited encouragement, that should be an indication of how students are treated in the program.

· Do research on-line about what people do with a degree in the majors you are considering.

· Talk with students who are currently in the major.  Often they can give you the real story.

· If you decide to change your major, you start that process by going to the Student Records Office (room 141 ESB). You will receive instructions on what to do to make the change.

· Meet with your new advisor to make up your schedule. 

Finally many students who change their major will ultimately return to their original major.  What they find is that they really don’t like the new major, and that they feel they would be happier in their original major.  These returning students often do very well when they return.

